
CITY OF OVID          APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING          4/12/2021 
MARCH 8, 2021 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Starn, Mr. Lasher, Mr. Williams, Mr. Brown and Ms. Perrien. 
ABSENT:  None. 
EX OFFICIOS:  Rich Simpson – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich – Chief of Police, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer 
and Josy Medina – Clerk. 
 
VISITORS: Dave Love. 
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss. Hibbard to approve the agenda as is. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  Ms. Perrien had two corrections (typo’s).  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Brown, second by Mr. Williams to approve the regular minutes of February 8, 2021 as corrected. 
   MOTION CARRIED  
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the Closed meeting minutes of 
February 8, 2021 as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED  
 
INVOICE REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss. Hibbard to approve the 
checks as printed for the period of February 9, 2021 thru March 5, 2021. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER REPORT:  Mrs. Kusnier reported that there were 36 to 38 letters for the UAP sent out and 
we have already had two (2) requests to meet with Mayor Lasher to set payment up.  The taxes have 
been sent to the County and are balanced.  Clerk & Treasurer have been working with the Auditor’s this 
past week.  It is being done virtually.   
 
Mr. Starn asked how has the program been received.  Mayor Lasher replied that the one gentleman that 
he spoke with was delighted to have this opportunity.   
 
Mayor Lasher also reported that door hangers will go out at the end of the month at no cost to the 
customer and they will have until April 5th to pay.  Then in May we will be back to normal. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mr. Dave Love asked if the Council would be interested in allowing the Boy Scouts 
to plant a live Christmas Tree in the Ovid Village Square area on Main Street.  They would like to be able 
to do this in honor of a former Scout leader that recently passed away.  Discussion was held.  Mayor 
Lasher requested that he prepare a proposal and present it to the Park & Recreation for their 
recommendation to the Council.  Then the council will make a decision. 
 
POLICE REPORT:  Chief Goodrich reported that he had attended all the required meetings and informed 
the Council that there had been some changes to the State and Federal law on Misdemeanor’s are going 
to be handled.  Chief reported that they are in need of a new video system for the two (2) patrol cars.  
He received a quote from Digital Alley at the cost of $400.  We also, need to purchase new radars for the 
patrol cars.  He presented a quote in the amount of $2,495 per unit from a vendor called Stalker.  This 
does not include the installation but we can have that done through Lansing Michigan Equipment at the 



cost of under $100 per unit.  Total cost would be less than $5,000.  Discussion was held.  regarding 
purchasing a new digital video system for the two (2) patrol cars from Digital Alley in the amount of 
$400.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to purchase from Digital Alley the video 
system for the two (2) patrol cars in the amount of $400.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by a motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to purchase two (2) 
radars from the company called Stalker for the amount of $2,495 per unit.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
Chief also, issued a blight ticket and he completed his annual report to MCOLES.  They are in the process 
of hiring a new PT Officer. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson went over his report to the Council. He also, informed them that they are going to 
be working on the smoke testing that will be done starting March 15th, thru 19th.   They will be meeting 
with Silversmith, Liza, staff & Eric Starn.  We had a float go bad at Maple Leaf’s lift station.  We are also 
looking into the cost to replace the ceiling tiles in the front office.   
 
He requested to roll over his remaining leave time when his anniversary comes.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to roll over the remaining leave time when Mr. Simpsons 
anniversary time comes up if there is time left.   
   MOTION WAS CARRIED 
He also asked if Council would be wanting to hire a third person for seasonal position.  Mayor Lasher 
asked if it is needed and if so, we will take a look at the budget to see what we can do.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Williams to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW 
reports as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSNIESS:   

1. Ms. Perrien reported that the next three items on the agenda pertain to the three-year dream  
of building a bathroom at the Veterans Memorial Park. Eric Starn has done a good job on the concept 
map he created for us.  One of the things we want to do is try to get the bathroom built.  The cost to do 
that is very high.  We are going to apply for the Michigan Recreation Passport Grant.   One of the 
requirements is the need to have an approved CIP (Capital Improvement Plan).  Review of previous 
minutes showed last year we discussed the CIP but did not take action, so we need to approve it tonight.  
The Planning Commission has also voted that the bathroom is a priority and recommended we use the 
$20,000 that was earmarked for playground equipment for the bathroom at the Veterans Memorial 
Park Instead. 
 
Mr. Starn informed the council that the map would serve as a living document reference to help design 
plan future projects that we can do in the park.  The Planning Commission recommended the Council 
add the priority list into the CIP so that it would be there for grant purposes or funding purposes down 
the road.  They went over the list and that it is a vision for the future development at the park.  
 
Ms. Perrien reported that the Passport Grant request will be $60,000 with a match of $20,000 from the 
City for a total value of $80,000.  This will be a learning experience. 
 



Mr. Starn again commented that by updating the CIP the way they are recommending will help with 
future grants.   
  
Further discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to add the 
Veterans Memorial Park improvement priority list to the CIP. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 

2. Mayor Lasher read resolution #2021-07.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss  
Hibbard to adopt resolution #2021-07 titled Recreation Passport grant program of authorization – 
Local Unit of Government match without donated funds.   The Clerk took roll call as follows:  AYES:  
Mr. Brown, Mr. Williams, Mr. Starn Ms. Perrien, Mr. Ordiway, Miss Hibbard and Mr. Lasher.  Nays:  
None.  Absent:  None. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in the Weekly in its entirety. 
 

3. Mr. Starn reported that they had a work session with Mr. Bartow, Clerk, DPW Superintendent  
along with some of the Council member regarding the SAW Grant.  We spoke about some of the post 
SAW grant application that we are going to run into with the data.  His concern is there is a large part 
that showed that we weren’t meeting our goals.   Mr. Starn met with Cody, Randy & Rich and we will be 
meeting with Silversmith on Thursday to discuss the software and concerns.   
 
Mr. Starn put together a couple of quotes for GIS Software/licenses. He recommends that the City go 
into a GIS service contract to help the DPW with the software.  He also, offered to help with the training.   
We went over the GIS equipment issue, what we have left to spend out of the City’s forced account.   
 
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Ms. Perrien to accept Mr. Starn 
proposal for the GIS licensing in the amount of $1,400 through the SAW Grant, as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 

4. Mayor Lasher asked if there was any public comment on the Recreation Passport Grant.  None  
was given. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  We will be doing the smoke test.  Cody found around 40 laterals that are not marked 
they still have to do the storm drain down by Tri-Ami area.  They have been delayed due to covid. 
 
PARK & RECREATION:  Miss Hibbard reported that they are in the process of planning a cleanup day at 
Gumaer Park.  Also, maybe you could do some painting.  She will get in touch with Mr. Love for the Boy 
Scouts.   
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  They met last month.  We are in the beginning stage of planning.  At this time, we are 
not planning on canceling the festival.  We will be looking into possibly asking large corporations to help 
with the funding by donation.  We are talking about doing a Christmas festival.   
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that they did customary business.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Starn informed the Council that we had one person decline the position 
that still remains open.  Although, we still have a person interested in the position.  Mr. Noah Boise. 
 



Ms. Perrien asked to clarify a couple of things that were said regarding the letter received by the 
candidate that declined from the Planning Commission.  The clarification was done.   
 
Mr. Starn continued with reporting that they are planning to present to the public a survey with about 
25 question.  It was discussed as to how the survey would be disbursed.  It was suggested that we could 
put them in the summer tax bills.  There will be more discussion later on this issue. 
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that all is going well.  They are still opening part time.   
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown stated that he submitted the last minutes that they Board had.  He reported that the 
EMS personnel received a 5% raise.  The new ambulance is on the road.  They are working on writing a 
grant for the auto loader. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 8:49 pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 


